Writing Reading Responses

Every Reading Workshop class ends with a reading response. 
Below is the template that I expect you to follow. 

	                                                                                                       Date:_________________________            
Title of Book: _____________________________________________
Author:____________________  Genre: _______________________
Read pages _______ to _______ = _________ pages 
Summary 
(5+ sentences) Retell what you remember reading.

       Example:   Today I read about…
Reflection 

(8+ sentences) Choose one of the sections on the following pages to begin your reflection. You must choose a different reflection each Reading Workshop class.

Write the name of the section and the question you are responding to before beginning your reflection.

      Example:     
       Section—Connections

       Question—While reading, what memories came to mind?

While reading today, the memories that came to mind were…


Reflection Choices
Reflection choices are made up of reading strategies and fiction elements. Remember that you need to choose from a different section each Reading Workshop day. There are enough sections that you shouldn’t often need to repeat a section!

Reading Strategies Sections
Connections Section
1. Is there something in the story that reminds you of your own life (text-self), another book (text-text), or something that has happened in the world?

2. While reading, what memories came to mind?

3. This is similar to…

4. This character makes me think of…

5. This setting makes me think of…

6. How are you like one of the characters?

Questioning Section
1. Why did…

2. What would happen if…

3. Why…

4. Who is…

5. What were you wondering about as your read the text?

Predicting and Inferring Section
1. I predict that…

2. Since this happened…(event)…I think that…

3. Reading this part makes me think that this…(event)… is about to happen because…

4. I think…

5. Maybe this means…

Visualizing Section
1. It’s like a movie in my head. Describe the movie.

2. While reading I visualized…

3. What pictures did you see in your mind? What words helped you form these images?

4. Draw/sketch a picture related to what you read today. Explain your picture.

5. Illustrate a scene or draw a map or symbol that reflects your book. Explain what you drew.

Determining Importance Section
1. What was the text about? What were some of the important events or ideas that stuck out?

2. This is really important…

3. I learned…

4. The top 3 most important things I read today were… (explain why they are important to the plot of the book)

Synthesizing Section
1. Aha!

2. Now I get it…

3. I understand now because…

4. This part is really saying…
Fiction Elements
Setting Section
1. Where and when did this story take place? Describe what it looks like in your mind.

2. How is the setting important to the story?

Character Section
1. Do you like or dislike any of the characters? Explain.

2. Which character did you identify with the most? Why?

3. Do any of the characters change? How?

4. If you could be friends with any of the characters who would it be and why?

5. Write a poem from a character’s point of view. It can be about anything that happened in the story.
Theme Section
1. How does the title relate to the story?

2. What ideas in the story mean the most to you?

3. What are the main themes in the story? Explain why you chose these themes.

4. Write a new title for the story that expresses its theme. Explain your new choice.

Plot Section
1. What is the most exciting part of the story? Why did you pick this part?

2. What is the conflict in the story?

3. How is the conflict resolved in the story?

Author’s Craft Section
1. How does the author create images in your mind of the characters, places, things, feelings, and moods?

2. How does the author get your interested in what happens to the characters?

3. Do you like the author’s style of writing? Why?

4. From your reading today, write your favorite sentence. What made it great? Remember to put quotation marks around the sentence and cite the author’s name and page number (Wilson, 34))

5. Write a letter to the author beginning “I have just finished reading your novel, and…”

