What Short Stories Mean to Me:  Pre-Thinking

Name: _______________________________________________

Please answer the following questions fully, thoughtfully, and very honestly.  There are no right or wrong answers – just an opportunity to share your thinking.

Give your best possible definition of what a short story is before answering the following questions.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.  What different types of short stories do you know of, and what is the purpose of each?

	Type
	Purpose

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



2. Who writes short stories and why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What kinds of short stories have you written and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Do any of your short stories stand out as especially good?  If so, what were they about, when and why did you write them, and why do they stand out?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Who reads short stories and why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What kinds of short stories have you read and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Do any stand out as especially good?  If so, what were they about, when and why did you read them, and why do they stand out?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What kind of structure does a short story have?  Is there a structural recipe that a writer should follow in order to be successful?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What kind of characters does a good short story have?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What makes the difference between an amazing short story and a mediocre one?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. After answering the questions above, would you change your definition of a short story?  If so, what would it be now?
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