Upside Down Drawing
Drawing upside down is an exercise to help you develop your ability to recognize shapes and lines in a picture. Don’t worry – you don’t need to stand on your head for this one. Rather, you turn your reference picture upside down and draw; your completed drawing, then, will also be upside down.

This is a technique used when drawing with the right side of the brain. The left side of the brain processes visual cues, interpreting them as familiar patterns and symbols. By turning the reference picture upside down, it becomes unrecognizable, and the right side of the brain is forced to see the lines, shapes, and spaces, instead of the object as a whole.
This method is extremely helpful when drawing portraits. When I compare a portrait to my reference photograph right side up, it may seem the same, but when I turn them both upside down, I am able to see differences and make corrections.
Ready to give it a try? 
· Choose one of the 4 line drawings attached to try.   
· Then turn it upside down. 
· You can begin drawing from the top, the bottom, the left, or right -- any way you draw it will help you improve your skills. ***Remember, drawing is seeing, and this exercise will help.
Hint:  Another method you can try is to cover up the reference picture with another piece of paper (such as construction paper). Then, pull up your top paper to reveal about an inch of the bottom of the reference picture. Draw only what you see. When you’re done, pull up the top paper another inch. Continue this way until you’ve finished your drawing.
Upside Down Line Drawings – Assignment


/12pts

After you have practiced doing one of the provided line drawings, use the provided example to complete an upside down drawing and pass it in to be marked.

Your drawing will be evaluated in the following way:

4 pts – Commitment to accuracy (Does it look like the original?  Did your drawing fill the whole page?)

4 pts – Neatness of line (Did you use a smooth, continuous line?)

4 pts – Attention to detail (Did you attempt to include all the details of the original?)

_____

12 pts

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



