Social Issues Then…

NAACP

I see by the papers

Where the NAACP

Is meeting down in Houston

And I’d like to be there to see

What they intend to do

In these trying times today

Cause we need to take some solid steps

To drive Jim Crow away.

We need a delegation to 

Go see the President

And tell him from the shoulder

Just why we are sent:

Tell him we’ve heard his speeches

About Democracy – 

But to enjoy what he’s talking about

What color must you be?

I’m cook or dishwasher in the Navy.

In the Marines I can’t be either.

The Army still segregates me – 

And we ain’t run by Hitler neither!

The Jim Crow car’s still dirty.

The color line’s still drawn.

Yet up there in Washington

They’re blowing freedom’s horn!

The NAACP meets in Houston.

Folks, turn out in force!

We got to take some drastic steps

To break old Jim Crow’s course.

Name: _______________________

NAACP is an acronym for:  

Where is Houston?

Who was Jim Crow?  

Why would Langston Hughes make reference to him?  

What event might Hughes be referring to?

What is a “delegation”?

What does Hughes mean when he says, “Tell him we’ve heard his speeches / About Democracy - / But to enjoy what he’s talking about / What color must you be?”

What is the “color line”?  Why is Jim Crow’s car “still dirty”?

Social Issues Now…

Lost Ones – Lauryn Hill

It's funny how money changes situations
Miscommunication leads to complication
My emancipation don't fit your equation
I was on the humble, you - on every station
Some wan' play young Lauryn like she dumb
But remember not a game new under the sun
Everything you did has already been done
I know all the tricks from Bricks to Kingston
My ting done made your kingdom wan' run
Now understand L. Boogie non violent
But if a thing test me, run for mi gun
Can't take a threat to mi newborn son
L's been this way since creation
A groupie call, you fall from temptation
Now you wanna bawl over separation
Tarnish my image in your conversation
Who you gon' scrimmage, like you the champion
You might win some but you just lost one

You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
Now, now how come your talk turn cold
Gained the whole world for the price of your soul
Tryin' to grab hold of what you can't control
Now you're all floss, what a sight to behold
Wisdom is better than silver and gold
I was hopeless now I'm all hopeful
Every man want to act like he's exempt
When him need to get down on his knees and repent

Can't slick talk on the day of judgment
Your movement's similar to a serpent
Tried to play straight, how your whole style bent?
Consequence is no coincidence

Hypocrites always want to play innocent
Always want to take it to the full out extent
Always want to make it seem like good intent
Never want to face it when it's time for punishment

I know that you don't wanna hear my opinion
But there come many paths and you must choose one
Name:  __________________________


And if you don't change then the rain soon come
See you might win some but you just lost one

You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one

You might win some but you really lost one
You just lost one, it's so silly how come
When it's all done did you really gain from
What you done done, it's so silly how come
You just lost one

Now don't you understand man universal law
What you throw out comes back to you, star
Never underestimate those who you scar
Cause karma, karma, karma comes back to you hard
You can't hold God's people back that long
The chain of Shatan wasn't made that strong
Trying to pretend like your word is your bond
But until you do right, all you do will go wrong
Now some might mistake this for just a simple song
And some don't know what they have 'til it's gone
Now even when you're gone you can still be reborn
And, from the night can arrive the sweet dawn
Now, some might listen and some might shun
And some may think that they've reached perfection
If you look closely you'll see what you've become
Cause you might win some but you just lost one

You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one
You might win some but you just lost one

You might win some but you really lost one
You just lost one, it's so silly how come
When it's all done did you really gain from
What you done done, it so silly how come
Pick 3 of your favorite lyrics from this song, and explain why those lyrics stood out to you.  

1.

2.

3.

What do you think the message or moral in this song is? (Hint:  It gets repeated)
What does the line “Consequence is no coincidence” mean?

Lesson - Forrest Hamer
It was 1963 or 4, summer,
and my father was driving our family
from Ft. Hood to North Carolina in our 56 Buick.
We'd been hearing about Klan attacks, and we knew

Mississippi to be more dangerous than usual.
Dark lay hanging from the trees the way moss did,
and when it moaned light against the windows
that night, my father pulled off the road to sleep.

Noises
that usually woke me from rest afraid of monsters
kept my father awake that night, too,
and I lay in the quiet noticing him listen, learning
that he might not be able always to protect us

from everything and the creatures besides;
perhaps not even from the fury suddenly loud
through my body about his trip from Texas
to settle us home before he would go away

to a place no place in the world
he named Viet Nam. A boy needs a father
with him, I kept thinking, fixed against noise
from the dark. 

1.  What do you think the lesson was that the child in the poem had to learn?  Why was he afraid?
2.  What events were happening in Mississippi at this time?

