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Your mission – should you choose to accept it – is to mark the scansion on these Sonnets….

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's lease hath all too short a date:
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimmed,
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance, or nature's changing course untrimmed:
But thy eternal summer shall not fade,
Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow'st,
Nor shall death brag thou wand'rest in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou grow'st,
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.

Meter: ________________________________________________
Quatrains and Couplet 		OR 		Octave and Sestet
Rhyme Scheme: ______________________________________	
Sonnet Type: ________________________________________
One word – what is this poem about? ______________________________________
In the space below – tell me what the action in the sonnet is and how it is resolved:
When I consider how my light is spent
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest he returning chide;
"Doth God exact day-labor, light denied?"
I fondly ask; but Patience to prevent 
That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need
Either man's work or his own gifts; who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
Is kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And post o'er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait."

Meter: ________________________________________________
Quatrains and Couplet 		OR 		Octave and Sestet
Rhyme Scheme: ______________________________________	
Sonnet Type: ________________________________________
One word – what is this poem about? ______________________________________
In the space below – tell me what the action in the sonnet is and how it is resolved:



Milton! thou shouldst be living at this hour: 
England hath need of thee: she is a fen 
Of stagnant waters: altar, sword, and pen, 
Fireside, the heroic wealth of hall and bower, 
Have forfeited their ancient English dower 
Of inward happiness. We are selfish men; 
Oh! raise us up, return to us again; 
And give us manners, virtue, freedom, power. 
Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart; 
Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea: 
Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free, 
So didst thou travel on life's common way, 
In cheerful godliness; and yet thy heart 
The lowliest duties on herself did lay. 

Meter: ________________________________________________
Quatrains and Couplet 		OR 		Octave and Sestet
Rhyme Scheme: ______________________________________	
Sonnet Type: ________________________________________
One word – what is this poem about? ______________________________________
In the space below – tell me what the action in the sonnet is and how it is resolved:




When in disgrace with Fortune and men's eyes, 
I all alone beweep my outcast state, 
And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries, 
And look upon myself and curse my fate, 
Wishing me like to one more rich in hope, 
Featured like him, like him with friends possessed, 
Desiring this man's art and that man's scope, 
With what I most enjoy contented least, 
Yet in these thoughts my self almost despising, 
Haply I think on thee, and then my state, 
(Like to the lark at break of day arising 
From sullen earth) sings hymns at heaven's gate, 
For thy sweet love remembered such wealth brings, 
That then I scorn to change my state with kings. 

Meter: ________________________________________________
Quatrains and Couplet 		OR 		Octave and Sestet
Rhyme Scheme: ______________________________________	
Sonnet Type: ________________________________________
One word – what is this poem about? ______________________________________
In the space below – tell me what the action in the sonnet is and how it is resolved:

