Reading/Thinking Strategies

Good readers think about what they read. Remember, real reading happens when you think about the text! (Text + Thinking = Real Reading!) . Good readers also use reading strategies when they read to help them think about the text. These strategies will help you better understand what you are reading and to make sense of what you are reading. The strategies we will use are: 

· Connecting 

· Questioning
· Predicting
· Visualizing
· Inferring
· Synthesizing

· Analyzing
· Determining Importance
Connecting (C)

When you make a connection, you are thinking about what you already know and linking it to what you are reading. Some things you might say in your head as you make connections are:

· This reminds me of…

· something that has happened to me… (text – self)
· something that I read about… (text – text)
· something that has happened in the world… (text – society)
· Oh.  This part explains the part on page…

Questioning (Q)

When you use this strategy, you ask questions about what you are reading. These questions should help you better understand what you are reading. To guide your reading you can generate questions before you start and try to answer them as you read.  You might say to yourself while questioning are:

· Before I started to read, I wondered…

· Who…, What…, Where…, When…, Why…, How…

· I am confused because the visuals seem to say something different than the text.

· Why is this happening?

· This part makes me wonder about…

Predicting (P)

When you make a prediction you are guessing about what might happen next. Like questioning, you can use text features like headings, illustrations, charts, etc. help you figure out what you’re going to read.  Things you might say in your head while predicting are:

· Based on the title, I think this is about…

· I think that in the next chapter…

· I think that this is happening because…

Visualizing (V)
This is when you use the words we read to make pictures in our mind. 

Things in the text that might help you visualize are the language and descriptions used by the author and visual elements of the work.  Things you might say in your head while visualizing are:
· I can picture the part where it says…

· I can imagine what it must be like to…

· I like the way the author describes…

Inferring (I)
This is when you start making conclusions as you read. Based on what you read, and your ideas, you start to think about what is happening to the book and to the characters. You use clues from the text that tell you what the author believes or values or what characters in the text might believe or value.  

You might infer as you read:

· Based on what I’m reading, I think the word means…

· I think… because it says…

Synthesizing (S)

This is when you take multiple new pieces of information and use them to form new understandings about what you’ve read.  It is similar to inferring, but instead of just combining new information and background knowledge, you are combining multiple pieces of new information to figure out how all the different parts of a text fit together.  You use what is read, heard and/or viewed.
Synthesizing involves taking new information you just read and incorporating it into your understanding of the world.  After successful synthesizing, the world, or parts of it, should look a little different and you should be thinking about things in a different way.

As you synthesize the text you might say to yourself:

· Now that I have read this I am beginning to think differently about…

· For me this is about…

Analyzing (A)

This is when you examine parts or all of a work in terms of its content, structure and meaning.
Things you might say to yourself as you analyze are:

· I notice the author used this technique or word choice…

· I think the author tried to…

· This doesn’t fit with what I know…

· This would have been better if…

Determining Importance (DI)

This is when you organize what you know about a given topic after you’ve read by identifying the main topic and the key details that support the main topic.  You can use graphic organizers or charts to help organize and prioritize the main details you wish to remember.
While determining importance in a text you may say to yourself:

· This is about…

· This is important because…

· This information is interesting, but it isn’t part of the main idea

· This word is in bold so it must be important.

· I can use the headings and sub headings to help me find the information I am looking for.
