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Name: ______________________________________

Date: _______________________________________

Book Title: __________________________________

Pages Read: __________________________________

Your job: You have two jobs. One job is to direct the discussion of the group and your second job is to develop a list of questions from the reading to discuss with your group.  Your job is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions. Remember that usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts feelings, and concerns as you read. 

While you are reading: Use sticky notes to mark possible topics for questions.

To prepare for discussion day: Create and write down three questions for discussion—one literal question, one inferential question, and one interpretative question—and record answers for each.

Literal Question: ______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________Answer: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Inferential Question: ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________Answer: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Interpretative Question: ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________Answer: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

During discussion class: You are in charge of inviting your group members to participate in the discussion. You may decide who goes first—it can even be you!  When it is your turn, read your literal question out loud and select a group member to answer it. When you read the inferential question and interpretative question, allow each person in the group to answer. When everyone has answered, you may read your answer. Listen to the answers given by your group members—you will reflect on this at the end of class.
End of discussion class: In one well written paragraph write a response to your group’s discussion. You might want to include things like: Was the discussion productive? Why or why not? Did anyone have interesting answers to your questions (provide the names of the people and what they said)?   Did your discussion broaden your understanding of the text?  How so?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Outcomes addressed:

S/L 9.1.3/4 – Express a position to an audience and consider the audience’s responses when explaining their position.

S/L 9.2.2 - Recognize that communication involves an exchange of ideas and an awareness of the connections, and to adapt the message, language, and delivery to the context.

R/V 9.4.3/6.1/2 – Seek meaning in reading using a variety of strategies/respond to texts by question, connecting, evaluating and extending.

W/R 9.8.3 – Use writing to extend ideas and experiences; reflect on feelings, values and attitudes; describe and evaluate their learning processes and strategies

W/R 9.10.2 – Consistently use the conventions of written language in final products.

	Teacher Assessment Rubric (FOR)

	3 = You got it!
	2 = You’re getting it!
	1 = Keep trying!

	3 questions—literal, inferential, interpretative 
	
	
	

	3 answers in complete sentences
	
	
	

	Paragraph ideas & organization
	
	
	

	Mechanics—spelling, grammar, punctuation
	
	
	

	Followed directions
	
	
	


Literal Questions—“right there questions”—you can point to the answer in the text. The answer is literally right there!


i.e.: Where was…? What happened when…? Which character…?





Inferential Questions—“think and search questions”—the answer is in the text, but it needs to be put together with different pieces of information from the book. You have to think and then search for the answer.


i.e.: How would you compare…? What is the difference between…?





Interpretive Questions—“the author and me questions”—you need to think about what you know and what the author has said. The answer will be from the author and you as you infer meaning. 


i.e.: What will happen when…?  What was the author trying to show by...?








