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One of the most interesting characters in Hernando Tellez’s short story, “Lather and Nothing Else” is that of Torres, a ruthless military leader.  He goes to a local barber for a shave and finds himself questioning his own morality by the end of the story. In this activity you will expand your ideas about characterization. Using the six methods of characterization, you will create a character sketch of Torres.
The Six Methods of Characterization

(Physical Description, Dialogue, Actions, Thoughts, Setting, Other)

· Physical Description—What they look like 
· Dialogue—What they say

· Thoughts—What they think about
· Actions—What do they do
· Others—What other people say about them (gossip)
· Setting—Where people live or are seen


For each of the methods of characterization, give three examples from the story.

The Format
Divide your paper into seven sections—one section for each method of characterization and one section for a picture. Include a symbol for each of the six methods of characterization.
This activity will be completed in small groups.
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Title: Character Sketch of Torres in “Lather and Nothing Else”





What counts?


�


Group Work


Listening to group members		


Sharing ideas without dominating


Completing an equal share of the 


work						


Encouraging others and providing 


positive feedback				





Characterization


3 examples of each method characterization 


A symbol to represent each method of characterization


A colorful picture of the character


The poster is legible so everyone can 


read it


Title, spelling, names of group members








Physical Description


1.


2.





Picture





Actions


1.


2.








Dialogue


1.


2.








Setting


1.


2.








Other


1.


2.








Thoughts


1.


2.











