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Act III, scene ii - Two Funeral Orations

In the Eye of the Ides:  Brutus

Complete the following outline of Brutus’ funeral oration. (lines 13-47)

I. Introduction
Brutus:  “Be patient till the last.  / Romans, countrymen, and lovers!  Hear me for / my cause, and be silent, that you may hear.”
	Brutus asks the crowd to ______________________________________________________________

II. Body
a. Part 1:  Brutus reveals much about his character in his speech.  Quote lines spoken by Brutus that reveal the stated character traits.

i. Idealism ____________________________________________________________________________
ii. Honor, nobility ____________________________________________________________________________
iii. Confused reasoning ____________________________________________________________________________
iv. Magnanimity (generous with forgiveness of an insult or injury – to a fault) ____________________________________________________________________________

b. Part 2:  Brutus asks 3 rhetorical questions.  What are they?

i.   
ii.   
iii.   

III. Conclusion
Brutus:  “I have done / no more to Caesar than you shall do to Brutus.  / The question of his death is enroll’d in the / Capitol… (sic) With / this I depart, that, as I slew my best lover / for the good of Rome, I have the same dagger for / myself, when it shall please my country to need my death.”

a. Predict:  What might Brutus be alluding to in the last lines of his speech?  Use evidence from the quote above to support your answer.




b. What does the crowd want for Brutus once his speech is over?


Turning the Tide:  Antony
(lines 73-253)

I. Introduction
Antony:  “Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears.  I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.”

II. Body
A. Part 1:  Refuting Caesar’s Ambition
i. Proof 1: _________________________________________________________
ii. Proof 2: _________________________________________________________
iii. Proof 3: _________________________________________________________

B. First Pause
Antony:  “Bear with me, / My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, / And I must pause till it comes back to me.”

C. Part 2:  First Mention of Caesar’s Will
i. The effects if the crowd were to read the will: _______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

D. Second Pause
Antony descends from the pulpit, and crowd forms a ring around body of Caesar.

E. Part 3:  Description of Caesar’s Corpse
i. Description of mantle: 
_____________________________________________________________________________

ii. Names of conspirators involved: _____________________________________________________________________________

iii. Effects of Brutus’ stabbing: _____________________________________________________________________________

iv. Citizen’s reactions to Antony’s words: _____________________________________________________________________________

v. Antony’s self-deprecation: _____________________________________________________________________________

F. Part 4:  Contents of Caesar’s Will
i. Each Roman Citizen: _____________________________________________________________________________

ii. Citizen’s private estate: _____________________________________________________________________________

III. Conclusion
Antony:  “Here was a Caesar!  When comes such another?”
